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UM'S QUARTERBACKS, TROXEL AND SVENNUNGSEN, 
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This \~eek University of Montana football coach Jack Swarthout has the difficult and 
delicate task of selecting the starting lineup for the Grizzlies' opening game of the 1973 
season. 
The veteran coach's most ponderous decision will be the filling of the all-important 
quarterback post. 
Swarthout is quick to describe what he looks for in a quarterback. "He has to be a 
coach on the field. He must have leadership qualities, the ability to perform under 
pressure and the knack of making a good situation out of Nhat appears to be a bad situation. 
If he can do these things he' 11 be a winner," Swarthout explains. 
He has two equally qualified candidates, junior Rock Svennungsen and sophomore Van 
Troxel, to pick from and believes either can be a winner. 
Svennungsen and Troxel gained valuable experience during the 1972 season. Both were 
starters during the disappointing campaign and both were playing their first year of 
varsity ball. Their efforts were erratic and a significant factor in the Grizzlies 
inability to put points on the board. 
UM failed to score on 26 trips inside the enemy 20-yard line during the 3-8 season 
and Swarthout reluctantly admits the inexperience at the quarterback position had some-
thing to do with that statistic. 
Student assistant Gary Berding, who quarterbacked Montana's fine 1970 and 1971 teams, 
praises Troxel and Svennungsen. "They are young, working hard and improving every day. 
Either can play and all I can say is I'm glad I don't have to make the decision on the 
starter," Berding said. 
The two quarterbacks room together and voice similar thoughts about the position 
they are battling for. 
MORE 
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"There is no hard feelings between us. \~e both want the job, but the big thing is 
for the team to win. If I see something Van is doing wrong I tell him and he does the 
same for me," Svennungsen, a native of Shelby, said. 
Troxel, a product of Moscow, Idaho, said, "This is not a real rivalry because we 
both want what is best for the team. I know that if Rock is in there he' 11 do a good 
job." 
Both signal callers feel that confidence is the key to their improved play in pre-
season practice. 
111 have three or four times the confidence this year as compared to last year. The 
first year is a learning process and I feel I was lucky to be able to play and learn at 
the same time," Troxel, an education major, commented. 
Svennungsen, who is a B+ student in pre-optometry, said he also has more confidence 
and that he is more at ease this season. He said, "Last year is in the past now. l~e 
are looking to this year and aiming for a successful season." 
It is likely that both of the young field generals will play because their individual 
strengths and weaknesses are complementary. Troxel is a good runner and Svennungsen is 
a fine passer. 
So, when the starter for Saturday night's game with Simon Fraser is named it will 
not dash the hopes of whoever is delegated to the second team. 
Kickoff time is 8 p.m. in Great Falls' ~~morial Stadium. 
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